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Giant’s Head Mountain Trails Project (Phases 3 & 4) now complete

Summerland — Summerland Council marked the completion of trail redevelopment work at Giant’s Head Mountain
Park with a celebration held Friday, April 10, attended by and representatives from the Okanagan Nation Alliance,
SnPink'tn/Penticton Indian Band, Federal and Provincial governments, Summerland Rotary Club, District of
Summerland staff, and project consultants and contractors.

Phases 3 and 4 of the Giant’s Head Mountain Trails Project started in 2023 and included upper circulation road
upgrades and connecting pedestrian trails, upper parking lot washroom upgrades, construction of the upper section of
the Grind Trail to the top of mountain, remedial planting and invasive weed management, trail erosion control
measures, First Nations consultation and interpretive signage, brush removal and fire hazard remediation work, park
road improvements, updated park signage, and a new park entrance washroom.

The syilx Okanagan people call Giant’s Head Mountain kttapus which translates to “a large lump on the edge of the
bluff”, and four interpretive signs developed in partnership with the Okanagan Nation Alliance and
SnPink'tn/Penticton Indian Band share information about the Sylix Okanagan Nation, stories of the lands, and the
environmental values of water, plants, trees, medicine, food, and animals.

Tri-Government Funding Supports Park Improvements

The Giant’s Head Mountain Trail Project was made possible through $1.2 million in combined funding from the
Government of Canada and the Province of British Columbia. The District of Summerland gratefully acknowledges this
financial support toward the $1.6 million cost of the project’s final phases, provided through the Community, Culture,
and Recreation Infrastructure stream of the Investing in Canada Infrastructure Program. Of this amount the
Government of Canada provided $673,113 and the Province of British Columbia contributed $560,871. The District of
Summerland contributed $448,798, or 26.7% of the total cost.

A Project Six Years in the Making

Phases 1 & 2 were completed in 2020 and included an environmental management plan, upgrading 5.4 kms of trails,
building 2.3 kms of new trail, trail decommissioning for environmental protection and erosion control, new safety
guard rails, park entrance improvements, road pull outs, refurbishing viewing tubes and wayfinding signage.

Costs for the initial phases totaled $800,000 and were funded through grants from the Canada Community-Building
Fund (formally the Federal Gas Tax Fund) and provincial Rural Dividend Fund, and donations from the Rotary Club.

The Giant’s Head Mountain Trails Project implements a trails redevelopment plan adopted by the District in 2018 in
consultation with the community. The plan aimed to balance recreation opportunities and natural conservation in the
87-hectare Giant’s Head Mountain Park.

For more information about the Giant's Head Mountain Trails Project, visit: https://www.summerland.ca/parks-
recreation/parks-trails/giants-head-mountain-trail-re-development-plan

“The improvements made to Giant’s Head Mountain Park will provide lasting benefits for the community and honour
the cultural and environmental significance of this remarkable landscape. Our government is proud to invest in
recreational infrastructure that helps create vibrant spaces where residents and visitors can connect with nature, learn
from the land, and enjoy safe and accessible outdoor experiences.”

- The Honourable Stephen Fuhr, Secretary of State (Defence Procurement) and Member of Parliament for Kelowna


https://www.summerland.ca/parks-recreation/parks-trails/giants-head-mountain-trail-re-development-plan
https://www.summerland.ca/parks-recreation/parks-trails/giants-head-mountain-trail-re-development-plan

“People in Summerland will benefit from safer, more accessible, and culturally enriching trails that honour both the
land and its long history. By bringing together resources, knowledge, and a shared commitment to stewardship, the
community has created a space that inspires recreation, learning, and connection. This project shows what’s possible
when all levels of government work in partnership toward a common vision.”

- Christine Boyle, Minister of Housing and Municipal Affairs

"Nothing represents Summerland more than Giant’s Head Mountain. It is appreciated for its ecological and
recreational values by all who live and visit here, and it has strong cultural significance for the syilx Okanagan people.
The park upgrade is important work and it wouldn’t have been possible without the support of the
SnPink'tn/Penticton Indian Band and Okanagan Nation Alliance, financial contributions from the Federal and Provincial
governments, and Summerland Rotary’s original vision and initiative for the project."

- Mayor Doug Holmes

"Places like kttapus - Giant’s Head carry special meaning. When we think about place, it’s not just about looking at the
land from a distance. It’s about what that place does for you and what it means to you. Places like this hold our
memories—you remember the Elders and the people who have passed on who were here before us. That’s what
makes places like this so important.”

- caylx Richard Armstrong, Elder SnPink’tn/Penticton Indian Band
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For more information:
Graham Statt

Chief Administrative Officer
District of Summerland

Ph: (250) 404-4043

Email: gstatt@summerland.ca

Photo Enclosures:
- Photos of the ceremony
- Photos of the improvements
- New map of the trails


mailto:gstatt@summerland.ca

Photo 1- April 10, 2026 Ceremony



Photo 2 - April 10, 2026 Ceremony
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The Land, All Creation and we, as Syilx People, are One.

We, the Syilx People, feel a deep connection
with our land, our water and with our
relatives, the animals and the trees and all
living things that share the environment.
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When we take care of the land and weater, the land and
water take care of us. This is our Law, Understanding
the living land and teaching how to be part of that
is the only way we, the Syilx, have endured.
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The syilx Okanagan people call Giant’s strength are not the only things that will get
Head Mountain ack#t'pus which you'to the top of the mountaln but that

translates to "a large lump on the edge courage, a poslitive mindset, and belleving in
of the bluff , yourse(f when no one else does will also get

you te the top. This practice continued for a

The syilx Okanagan people have always had a long time, as historically, the sylix people used

special relationship with the natural life forms ackitpus as a training ground for young i ey,
that the land provides: water, fish, wildlife, women and men, to encourage them to think

plants and the tmixw - all living things that about what it is that they can learn from being

share the environment. This relationship is who they are, and believing in themselves.

based on subsistence needs, and social and
cultural values extending back thousands of
years.

This place continues to be an important site to
the syllx pecple today.

This place provided food and medicine, and
was a gathering place. There is a captikw (story
passed down through the generations) about
this mountain when there were no humans;
only the Animal People on the earth. The
captikwt describes how the Animal People used
ackit’pus as a tralning ground. The lesson
passed down In this story is that slze and

*

_“I;*’_ DISTRIC
UMN

Ny FOTE TR,

ONA Interpretive Sign (GHM Lower Parking Lot)



PARK & TRAR ETiguETTE

Sign Kiosk Upper Parking Lot



P

GIANT'S HEAD M

9296 MILNE RoAD

=

MAP LEGEND
caren:
BORBAT AN

AASHEON

TRAIL INFORM ATION

ﬂ'ﬁu‘%ﬁ 7

e 230m
Rt [ HOCERATE

THE GRIND TRAIL
N A i

- N o
o 157
CoNHECTOR TRAILS
N RISK

7 APERSON
E(REATIOHAL TRAILS T0 BE USED A il
3 =

Sign (GHM Start of East Ridge Trail)



Sign (Grind Km Marker Upper Parking Lot)
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Decommissioned Trail (Lower Grind Trail)



d Trail (Mid Grind Trail)
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New Trail
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New Washroom Building Area




New Washroom



Bike station (Washroom Building Area)
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Bike station upper parking lot



Giant's Head Mountain Park Sign




Giant's Head Mountain View 1




Giant's Head Mountain View 2
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