
 

 

 

 

News Release  

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 

District of Summerland streetlight upgrade reaps rebate 
 

 

SUMMERLAND, B.C., January 15, 2019 – The District of Summerland is achieving impressive savings by making 
the switch to LED streetlights supported by FortisBC’s rebates. Today at 2:30pm at Summerland’s Municipal Hall 
(13211 Henry Avenue), FortisBC will be presenting a cheque to the Mayor of The District of Summerland, Toni Boot, 
for $89,000 in support of their street lighting upgrade project. 

 

“Summerland is committed to taking a leadership role by investing in projects that save energy, reduce expenses, 
and improve the safety of our community,” says Mayor Toni Boot. “Upgrading our streetlights to LEDs provides our 
community with high quality lighting at a fraction of the cost while enhancing our commitment to dark skies and 
protecting wildlife corridors, as we can be much more precise with LED lighting. We thank FortisBC for their valuable 
contribution to this project and the other energy-saving measures we are undertaking as a community.” 

 

Switching to LED lighting reduces consumption by more than half and reduces operations and maintenance costs 
due to their longer lifecycle. By providing rebates for qualifying products, FortisBC helps reduce the upfront cost of 
the LED fixtures, reducing the barrier for communities to move forward with these projects.  

 

The energy savings from the upgrade of 902 of Summerland’s streetlights is estimated to be just over 594,000 
kilowatt hours each year and has the potential to reduce operating expenses by $72,000 annually for Summerland.  

  

“We appreciate the District of Summerland’s ongoing pursuit of energy savings and congratulate them on this latest 
upgrade,” says Juan Rincon, key account manager, commercial and industrial with FortisBC.  

 

Over the last three years, FortisBC has helped communities reduce the energy used by streetlights by 1.5 million 
kilowatt hours. This project, together with others, will quadruple these savings by 2020, bringing the total expected 
energy savings to 6.3 million kilowatt hours annually, or the equivalent of providing electricity to more than 430 
homes.   

 

To learn more about FortisBC rebates, visit fortisbc.com/rebates.  
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DISTRICT OF SUMMERLAND 

Incorporated in 1906, the District of Summerland (population 11,615) is a rural municipality located in the Okanagan 
Valley, British Columbia, Canada. Spread over an area of 73.8 square kilometers with vineyards, orchards, 
mountains, and sandy beaches offering breathtaking views in all four seasons, Summerland boasts a small-town 
atmosphere, beautiful outdoor environment, and a great quality of life.  

 
FORTISBC 

FortisBC Inc. is a regulated utility focused on providing safe and reliable electricity at the lowest reasonable cost. 
FortisBC Inc. employs over 500 British Columbians and serves approximately 172,300 direct and indirect customers 
in B.C.’s South Interior. FortisBC Inc. owns and operates four regulated hydroelectric generating plants, as well as 
approximately 7,260 kilometres of transmission and distribution power lines. FortisBC Inc. is a subsidiary of Fortis 
Inc., a leader in the North American regulated electric and gas utility industry. For further information visit 
www.fortisinc.com  
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MEDIA CONTACTS: 
 
Linda Tynan 
Chief Administrative Officer 
ltynan@summerland.ca 
250-404-4043 
 
Diana Sorace 
Corporate Communications Advisor  
FortisBC Energy Inc. 
diana.sorace@fortisbc.com 
fortisbc.com 

24-hour media line: 1-855-322-6397 

 
 
 


