
THE CORPORATION OF THE  
DISTRICT OF SUMMERLAND 

COUNCIL REPORT 
 

 
DATE:  February 27, 2017     File: 2016-1787 

TO:  Linda Tynan, Chief Administrative Officer 

FROM:  Dean Strachan, MCIP, RPP, Director of Development Services 

SUBJECT: OCP Amendment and Rezoning – 13610 Banks Crescent – Penticton 

Indian Band Letter 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

That Council pass the following resolution: 

1. THAT the letter dated January 26, 2017 from Chief Chad Eneas, Penticton 
Indian Band be received. 
 

2. THAT Staff be requested to continue to work through the Regional District of 
Okanagan Similkameen Referral Working Group on establishing a regional 
referral process protocol with First Nations. 

 
AND THAT Staff be requested contact and meet with the Penticton Indian 
Band, Natural Resource Department Staff to identify opportunities for 
additional communication between the District and the Penticton Indian Band 
on development activities. 

PURPOSE: 

To formally receive the letter from Chief Chad Eneas, Penticton Indian Band (see 
attached). To confirm the District’s continued participation in the RDOS Referral Working 
Group and to request that District Staff contact the Penticton Indian Band, Natural 
Resource Department Staff to work on relationships and communication on development 
activities. 
 
BACKGROUND and DISCUSSION: 
 
The District of Summerland received the attached letter addressed to Mayor and Council 
dated January 26, 2017 from Chief Chad Eneas, Penticton Indian Band. 
 
Staff have been participating in the Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen Referral 
Working Group. The group includes representatives from regional First Nations and Local 
Governments. Nine meetings have taken place to date with the most recent meeting 
occurring in November, 2016. The RDOS Staff who coordinate the working group were 
contacted and have indicated a meeting is currently being scheduled for March. 
 
Staff from the City of Penticton were contacted in regards to communication connections 
they have been working on with the Penticton Indian Band. Although an agreement has 
not been endorsed to date, Penticton Staff indicated they have begun implementing 



components including communicating with the Penticton Indian Band on planned Public 
Works projects and on larger scale planning projects. Penticton Staff also indicated they 
are acting in a notification and education role with private land owners in relation to 
requirements and obligations under the Heritage Conservation Act, particularly with larger 
scale green field development proposals. It was also noted that Penticton is not referring 
current planning applications on private land to the Penticton Indian Band. 
 
Under the Heritage Conservation Act the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations, Archaeology Branch is responsible for maintaining and distributing 
archaeological information and deciding if permits can be issued to allow development to 
take place within protected areas. Information on archaeological sites in BC is available 
to the District through the Provincial Remote Access to Archeological Data (RAAD).  
 
The Archeological Branch has published a Local Government Handbook, BC 
Archeological Resource Management Handbook (see attached) to assist Local 
Governments. The subject properties are not identified in the RAAD as including 
archaeological sites that would trigger the District to refer the applicants and property 
owners to the Archeological Branch. 
 
The District of Summerland wishes to continue to work with the Penticton Indian Band to 
further develop relationships and communication between both communities. The District 
desires to build on the discussions from the joint Council meeting in September, 2015 and 
facility tour in October, 2015 with a joint Council meeting this spring. Recently appointed 
Chief Chad Eneas sent a letter in November, 2016 requesting a Council to Council 
meeting in early 2017 following their December, 2016 Council elections. Staff have 
contacted Penticton Indian Band Staff but to date a meeting date has not been 
established. 
 
Developing relationships and communication between the District of Summerland and the 
Penticton Indian Band could be further facilitated through Staff to Staff meetings. Although 
the RDOS is facilitating discussion on a regional level opportunities for more local 
interconnections may also offer opportunities. 
 
LEGISLATION and POLICY: 

British Columbia Heritage Conservation Act 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no financial implications anticipated to result from the subject recommendations. 

CONCLUSION: 

The District continues to work on opportunities to grow community to community 
relationships and communications between the District of Summerland and the Penticton 
Indian Band. 

OPTIONS: 

1. Move the motions as recommended by Staff. 
2. Ask that Staff contact other BC Local Governments on programs and efforts being 

undertaken to develop community to community relationships with First Nations and 
report back to Council. 
 



 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
_______________________ 
 

Dean Strachan, MCIP, RPP 
Director of Development Services 
 

Approved for Agenda 
 
 
 
_______________________________
Linda Tynan, CAO    
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