
 THE CORPORATION OF THE 
 DISTRICT OF SUMMERLAND 

 COUNCIL REPORT 

DATE: July 7, 2017               File: ZON 2017-08 

TO: Linda Tynan, Chief Administrative Officer  

FROM: Dean Strachan, MCIP, RPP – Director of Development Services  

SUBJECT: Zoning Bylaw Text Amendment Application - Lot 1, DL 3754, ODYD, Plan 
KAP56127 (7808 Pierre Drive)  

 

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That Council pass the following resolutions: 
 

1. THAT “Zoning Bylaw Text Amendment Bylaw No. 2017-021” to add ‘dormitory’ as 
a permitted use in the I – Institutional zone be introduced and given first and 
second readings. 

 
2. THAT a Public Hearing be held on August 14, 2017 to receive public feedback on 

Bylaw No. 2017-021. 
 

PURPOSE: 
 
To consider an zoning bylaw text amendment application from proposed purchasers of Glenfir 
School to add dormitory housing use to the I – Institutional zone to allow for the reopening of the 
school as an international school and the construction of a student dormitory building on site.  
 
BACKGROUND: 

 
The subject property is a 16 acre lot with an existing 40,000 sqft school facility known as the 
Glenfir School (see Figure 1). The site has an Official Community Plan (OCP) designation of 
Administrative and is zoned I – Institutional. The applicants have proposed to purchase the 
currently closed school and reopen it as an international school with a student dormitory. In order 
to add a dormitory use to the site, this use would need to be added to the zoning bylaw as a 
defined use then added to the I – Institutional zone as a permitted use. The applicants have 
indicated they wish to add a 200 unit dormitory building to the existing school facility as outlined 
in their letter and application submission (see Figure 2).  
 
The proposed zoning bylaw amendment would include the addition of ‘domitory’ as a defined use 
to the bylaw with the following definition, and would see this use added as an accessory use to 
the I – Institutional zone: 
 

Dormitory means a building containing sleeping units for occupancy by student or staff 
affiliated with an institution that is primary of a non-commercial nature and which is 
regulated by such institution. A dormitory may contain communal kitchen facilities but shall 



exclude the preparation of meals within individual sleeping units. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The Glenfir school has been closed and for sale for several years, interested parties have been 
in contact with the District in the past but did not result in a property sale. The subject proposal 
would see the school reopened as an international school and the construction of a 200 unit 
dormitory unit on the site. 
 
CIRCULATION COMMENTS: 
 
The application has been reviewed with District departments. No concerns have been expressed 
in the Works and Utilities, Recreation, Parks, Finance, Administration and Fire Departments with 
the proposed zoning bylaw text amendment. 
 
If the text amendment is approved, as a part of a Building Permit application for the proposed new 
dormitory building detailed servicing and fire protection plans for the new development would be 
required. 
 
This application was presented to the Advisory Planning Commission (APC) at their July 7, 2017 
meeting. The following resolution was passed:  

 

THAT the application to add the use of ‘Dormitory’ to the I – Institutional Zone be 

supported. 

CONCLUSION: 
 
The proposed zoning bylaw text amendment would allow for the construction of a dormitory 
building on subject property in order to reopen the Glenfir school as an international school. 
 
OPTIONS: 

1. Pass the resolutions as recommended. 
2. Pass first reading on the subject zoning bylaw text amendment bylaw and request additional 

information from staff in advance of consideration of second reading and/or considering 
scheduling a public hearing. 

3. Refer back to staff for other options. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  
 
 
Dean Strachan MCIP, RPP 
Director of Development Services 

 

Approved for Agenda 

 

 

______________________________ 

Linda Tynan, CAO 
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